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Well Done, Good and Faithful Servant!

Unless you're
the cute kids from
“The Sound of Music,”
saying ‘good-bye’ is
never pretty. By now
most of you know that
Darlene Lowry has left
her position as
Services Coordinator
at Faith in Action. It
was not an easy deci-
sion for her to make,
but for more than two
years she struggled to
balance her time between FIA and her business at the Mall. This past Christ-
mas season confirmed that she needed to make a choice, and - unfortunately
- her business won.
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Patty & Darlene at 2009 Volunteer Recognition Dinner

Since becoming Director three years ago, I have often referred to
Darlene as the “heart and soul” of our services. It’s no wonder that her ab-
sence has been keenly felt in the office: she made pairing volunteers with
care receivers look easy and could effectively and efficiently deal with the
concerns of both, whether at her desk or at home on her couch.

Personally, I owe Darlene more than I can ever say for the patience
she displayed while teaching me the “ropes” when I was hired. No question
was too dumb to ask; she good-naturedly corrected my mistakes; and she
was always a willing “sounding board” for my ideas and/or worries. We
were often so in tune that we could finish each other’s thoughts. While that
might sometimes be frightening, it made working on many of our projects
much easier and smoother.

I know that I speak for all associated with FIA when I say that Darlene
will be sorely missed. She won’t have time to sit home and enjoy her
“retirement,” however. She still has the Customer Service Center and will
be opening another business later in the spring. She also has another family
wedding to plan for this fall, and a grand-baby due this summer. Maybe
she’d think about becoming a volunteer in all her spare time (ha-ha). We
wish her all the best in this new phase of her life. Next time you’re at the
Huntington Mall, drop by and say “hello” to her. I know she’d like to see
any of you again.

THANK YOU, DARLENE!

“Jt’s easy to make a buck. It’s a lot tougher to make a difference.”
- Tom Brokaw
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n old sayping goes lime flies when you ve having fun.” F'm not
swne how much fun S ve had this winter betiween Dailene leaving and
all the snow and ice. Pl hoie it is spuing again abeady. One of my
faworite things aboul living in this vegion ds that we have definde changes of season.
bords grecling us each mowning. Aleigons aside, theie s nolhing so refreshing as a new
mawed lawn or the fost whiff of honeysachle on the brooge. Yos, God cortwinly got ‘4’

m notl much for New Year's resolutions. RBeut in the spiing as F move oul the
hoarvy clothes, F slop lo look al my life; o veassess whal F'm doing and where F'm
hoading. Js a greal lime lo 1onew myself and to look for new ways S can reach ol lo
othews. F'm reminded of a veise in the fymn “When We sthe Living” (Yues i
Yivimas) by Roberto Escamilla: Hovoss this wide world we shall aliways find those whe
bolong to God we bolong te God.’ e

Hawe a blessed spping lime!

Heritage Holidays

The 7t Annual “Heritage Holidays Concerts” fundraiser
& was held December 18-20, 2009, at the Log Cabin

== Church at Heritage Farm. This is not only a successful
! fundraiser, but for many families in our area has
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become an annual Holiday tradition. We have many

i people to thank for making this event possible: Mike

| and Henriella Perry, for the use of the chapel; Wendell

i and Linda Dobbs, Odie and Andrea Parkins, and Mike

& Newman of “Blackbirds and Thrushes” for sharing their
= musical talent. We also deeply appreciate our generous
corporate sponsors: HIMG Regional Medical Center;
First Sentry Bank; Huntington Physical Therapy; Strictly Business Computer Systems;
Southwestern Community Action Council/Mature Workers Program; and First Presbyterian
Church, Huntington. My personal thanks to our Board members who gave their time to set up,
greet and clean up. Finally, our deepest thanks go to all of you who purchased tickets and
attended the concerts. Without you, all the preparations would be for nothing. Thank you!




Faith in Action

Prayer Breakfast

We want to take this opportunity to thank St.
Mary’s Medical Center and the sisters of Pallottine Health
Services for a wonderful Prayer Breakfast held February
15", Due to a scheduling conflict, this year we moved the breakfast
from Friday to Monday and, in spite of the weather, that may have
been a better day for many. In fact, we have discussed holding it
that Monday next year, which coincides with Presidents’ Day, a
holiday for most government employees and many businesses.

This is such a lovely event each year that we sincerely hope
everyone eventually attends. Lois Broyles, a volunteer since 2006,
spoke about what volunteering means to her and we were
entertained by Mary Russell’s vocal and guitar offerings. Of
course, it wouldn’t be a “prayer” breakfast without blessings. This
year prayers were offered by Chaplain Carol Mazurek of St. Mary’s
Medical Center; Rev. Sue Culbertson Jarrett of Pea Ridge United
Methodist Church; and Rabbi David Wucher of B’Nai Sholom
Congregation.

The food was wonderful and the fellowship even better.
This is such an awesome and uplifting way to start the week. If you
have never attended before, mark your calendar now for February
2011.
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Great Gift Idea!

If you have a new graduate or
a wedding couple to buy for,
why not think about gift cards?
FIA is now participating in a
“Scrip” program, making us
able to order gift cards from
hundreds of businesses. You
pay the face value of the card,
and FIA keeps a percentage.
For example, if you purchase a
$25 iTunes card, FIA receives
5% OR you purchase Bath and
Body Works, FIA keeps 13%.
Denominations of cards vary
by company, and the amount
discounted to FIA varies from
2% to 13%. This is a great
way to make sure that special
person receives what he or she
really wants, and to help a
worthwhile organization at the
same time!
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Chocolate Celebration

® Saturday, March 20™ marked the Third Annual
Chocolate Celebration held at the Huntington Mall. This
i is such a good time, perhaps we should call it a “fun

| raiser’” rather than fundraiser. There were several

| activities at the mall that day, and it helped increase the

foot traffic. This year we received 34 baskets which

were all unique and beautiful. We also welcomed two

new vendors: Huntington Prime Restaurant and the

World’s Finest Chocolate Company. I want to

thank the Marshall Hall of Fame Café for
participating again this year. We raised close
to $1500 and hope to increase that next year.
Several volunteers helped with transporting
and setting up the baskets, as well as calling the
winning bidders. Thank you to all who came
out and helped, whether it was by working,
bidding on a basket or purchasing chocolate
samples.

We appreciate your support!







